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Bayfield Electric Cooperative Holds 80th Annual Meeting on
Zoom

Bayfield Electric Cooperative held a virtual annual meeting this year, to protect members from the spread
of the coronavirus. Board President Mark Santikko welcomed members via the Zoom platform just after 6
p.m. on Monday, June 15.

In election results, Carl Schutte was re-elected in District 5. Curtis Berweger, running unopposed, was re-
elected in District 6, and Kenneth Clement was re-elected in District 9. The ballots were cast by mail from
members.

In the president’s report, Mark Santikko talked about the brushing program the co-op has in place in
accordance to the strategic plan, to switch troubled lines from overhead to underground to try to cut
outages down. He also recognized the line crew on their impressive report of miles driven and hours
worked with no lost-time incidents.

Jim Halvorsen of CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP delivered the financial report and assured the members the
cooperative is currently in good standing.

Bayfield Electric Cooperative CEO Diane Berweger recognized board members and employees for
milestone anniversaries including Robert Kretzschmar (45 years), Barry Radloff (35 years), Robert Lahti
(20 years), and Amanda Kavajecz (5 years).

Materials for the milestone meeting show that since 1990, Bayfield Electric has provided over $150,900 in
scholarships to high school students as a result of unclaimed capital credits. This year, Bayfield Electric
awarded six scholarships in the amount of $1,000 each.

Some members utilized the online chat feature to comment on the co-op’s new net metering policy for
solar generated by members. Bayfield Electric Cooperative provided a comprehensive explanation on the
company’s website. The meeting wrapped up in just over a half hour.

Wisconsin Electric Cooperatives Awarded USDA Rural Electric
Development Loans

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced this week that it is investing $1.6 billion to build
or improve rural electric infrastructure in 21 states, including Wisconsin. Dunn Energy Cooperative and
Scenic Rivers Energy Cooperative are among the Wisconsin recipients.

“Reliable and modern 21st century infrastructure, including electric infrastructure and smart grid
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technologies, is a cornerstone for prosperity in rural America,” Rural Development Wisconsin State
Director Frank Frassetto said. “Under the leadership of President Trump, USDA is committed to being a
strong partner to rural communities in building their futures.”

Dunn Energy Cooperative is receiving a $9.5 million loan to connect 599 consumers and build and
improve 73 miles of line. This loan includes $3.3 million in smart grid technologies.

Scenic Rivers Energy Cooperative’s investment loan of $10 million will be used to connect 805 customers
and improve 422 miles of line. This loan includes $493,000 in smart grid technologies.

Also in Wisconsin, OE WI Solar 2, LLC was awarded a $960,000 loan to develop a 0.70 megawatt solar
photovoltaic project in the town of Ashland.

USDA Rural Development provides loans and grants to help expand economic opportunities and create
jobs in rural areas. This assistance supports infrastructure improvements; business development;
housing; community facilities such as schools, public safety and health care; and high-speed internet
access in rural areas.

Other states receiving loan funds are Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois,
Indiana, Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, Mississippi, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and Washington.

When Legislation Goes Wrong: Louisiana’s Effort to Clear the
Way for Co-op Broadband Expansion Backfires

A bill that would have significantly hampered the ability of electric cooperatives in Louisiana to provide
retail broadband to their members was vetoed by the governor following a broad grassroots effort by the
state’s cooperatives and statewide association.

The intent of the original bill was to ease the process for electric co-ops looking to enter the broadband
business, by allowing internet service providers access to their poles without requiring additional consent
of property owners. But the bill was amended to restrict electric co-op broadband projects to areas
deemed “unserved” by the Federal Communications Commission, based on flawed census block data.

Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards vetoed the bill June 8, noting that amendments to the measure ran
counter to its original intent.

The Association of Louisiana Electric Cooperatives, with assistance from NRECA, helped derail the
legislation, which had been passed unanimously by the state House and Senate. The head of the
statewide brought the governor 500 signed petitions opposing the bill and explained the concerns of co-
ops and their members.

Another bill advancing in the Louisiana state legislature, which the governor has indicated he will sign,
includes the original provision, without restriction.

Wisconsin is considering similar legislation to help clear the way for broadband expansion.

Latest EPA Air Quality Report Shows 77 Percent Drop in
Emissions Since 1970

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) released its latest annual report on air quality this week, and
it shows a big drop in emissions over the past 50 years, during a time when energy use greatly
increased.

According to the report, “Our Nation’s Air – EPA Celebrates 50 Years!,”  between 1970 and 2019, the
combined emissions of the six common pollutants dropped by 77 percent. During the same period, the
U.S. economy soared by 285 percent, as Americans drove more miles and population and energy use
increased.

The report also shows the combined emissions of pollutants and their precursors dropped 7 percent from
2017 to 2019. During that time, the number of days EPA listed as unhealthy for sensitive groups in the Air
Quality Index dropped by 34 percent.

“Americans are breathing the cleanest air ever recorded,” says EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler.“
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Governor Evers' Task Force on Climate Change Holds Listening
Sessions
Governor Tony Evers’ Task Force on Climate Change held the first of five listening sessions this week, in
search of learning how climate change affects Wisconsin, and what to do about it. The virtual meeting
highlighted sustainability work in the cities of River Falls and Milwaukee, as well as within the University
of Wisconsin System. Earlier this year, River Falls began operating its city buildings on 100 percent
renewable energy.

The city of Milwaukee has set a number of climate action goals, which include obtaining 25 percent of
energy for city operations from renewable sources by 2025. The city also set a goal to cut community
carbon emissions by 45 percent by 2030. Erick Shambarger, director of environmental sustainability for
Milwaukee, told the task force the city would like to see lawmakers require Wisconsin electric utilities to
develop plans to phase out all coal-fired power plants by 2040.

During breakout sessions at the task force meeting, participants raised a number of concerns including
social justice and racial equity in addressing climate change, as well as the health impacts of a warming
climate and effects of extreme weather on their communities.

Lt. Governor Mandela Barnes chairs the task force. He said many ideas would create a path to a clean
energy economy with better health and economic outcomes for the state.

Last August, Evers set a goal for Wisconsin to produce 100 percent carbon-free electricity by 2050. The
task force has scheduled four more listening sessions over the next several weeks.

Saturday, June 27; 12–2 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 7; 6–8 p.m.
Thursday, July 9; 6–8 p.m.
Wednesday, July 15; 6–8 p.m.

The task force must provide policy recommendations on addressing climate change by the end of
October, to be considered for the next state budget.

Xcel to Launch Electric Vehicle Charging Station Program

The Wisconsin Public Service Commission (PSC) has
approved a proposal by Xcel Energy to offer customers
the option to have the utility install and maintain electric
vehicle charging stations in their homes or businesses.

Customers will have the option to pay up front or make payments on the cost.

Xcel says the program will lower the cost of charging electric vehicles because it uses smart charging
equipment that can be programmed to charge the vehicle during overnight hours, when electric costs are
lowest.

There are now nearly 1.5 million electric vehicles across the United States and that figure is expected to
grow to more than 18 million by 2030, according to the association. According to data from the Wisconsin
Department of Transportation, there were 4,468 electric vehicles on the state's roads last year.

Wisconsin has around 110 fast-charging stations and 400 "Level 2" public charging stations, according to
RENEW Wisconsin. Level 2 charging stations can cost from around $1,000 at home to $5,000 for public
stations. Fast chargers can cost $75,000 or more.

The PSC also approved a pilot charging program proposed by Madison Gas & Electric as part of a rate
increase several years ago, but rejected a proposal from WEC Energy Group, which owns We Energies
and Wisconsin Public Service, because it would have used ratepayer money to subsidize the program.

Minnesota Files Climate Change Lawsuit Against Big Oil

In what some are hoping will result in a settlement that rivals that of big tobacco, Minnesota is taking on 
oil companies, including Koch Industries, ExxonMobil, and the American Petroleum Institute, accusing 
them of consumer fraud, deceptive practices, and false advertising.

Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison filed the suit Wednesday, saying the companies have long 
deceived consumers over the effects of climate change.
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“The defendants deceived, lied and misrepresented the effects of their 
product to the public,” Ellison said at a news conference. “For 30 years, 
they made misleading statements about climate change.”

It’s a bold claim, considering the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC), the United Nations body that assesses climate change
and its causes, was not formed until 1988, and did not issue its first report
until 1990. According to the lawsuit, the oil industry “knew” as early as the
1950s of the potential for global temperature increases and a resulting rise in sea levels.

Ellison said he is seeking damages “in the ballpark” of the state’s tobacco settlement, which was $7
billion in 1998. The lawsuit also seeks restitution for the alleged harms Minnesotans have suffered. It’s
unclear how the state will demonstrate the harm, as the primary presumed effects of climate change are
rising sea levels, and warming of the ocean’s surface, which has the greatest impact on coastal states.

“This lawsuit is part of a coordinated, politically motivated campaign against energy companies,” Exxon
spokesman Casey Norton said. “The claims are baseless and without merit. We look forward to defending
the company in court.”

The American Petroleum Institute said in a statement that over the past 20 years the industry has
provided “affordable, reliable energy to U.S. consumers while substantially reducing emissions and our
environmental footprint. Any suggestion to the contrary is false.”

A previous attempt by New York to sue Exxon failed. That suit accused the company of defrauding
investors over climate change. The Minnesota case is consumer-based. Energy companies are also
facing a pair of climate change-related lawsuits in California, which were previously dismissed before the
decision was overturned by an appeals court.

“Navigable Waters Protection Rule” Takes Effect

The Trump Administration’s Navigable Waters Protection Rule, which clarifies and simplifies which
waterways fall under federal protections, is now in effect. The Navigable Waters Protection Rule was
finalized in January and went into effect June 22 in most of the United States, except Colorado.

The law repeals the Clean Water Rule and limits the definition of “waters of the United States” to four
categories: territorial seas and navigable waters; perennial and intermittent tributaries; certain lakes,
ponds, and impoundments; and wetlands adjacent to jurisdictional waters.

The rule, which is a win for the agriculture industry, takes effect following the decision by a California
judge who refused a request by opposition groups to stay the rule. The judge found the petitioners failed
to demonstrate that they were likely to prevail on the merits of their challenge.

The EPA also released a navigable waters protection rule in April, which explicitly states the difference
between federal waters and state waters and is expected to help farmers have more control over the
water bodies on their land, including agricultural drainage ditches.

A group of native American tribes, including the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa,
Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin, and the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa, as well as
some environmental groups, filed suit to stop the implementation of the new federal rule.

Kwik Trip Reports Increase in Dairy Purchases During Pandemic
Cites WECA’s “Milk Gallon Giveaway” as one factor

Some good news for dairy farmers, as Kwik Trip reports a substantial increase in dairy purchases over 
the past three months. John McHugh, director of corporate communications at Kwik Trip, says the Safer 
at Home order created a shift in consumer behavior, as people opted for more gallons and half gallons 
of milk, as opposed to smaller containers.
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Kwik Trip cited June Dairy Month, and milk promotions including participating Wisconsin electric 
cooperatives’ “Milk Gallon Giveaway,” as adding to sales that support area farmers. Kwik Trip milk is 
sourced from farmers within a 75-mile radius of La Crosse. Some State Farm Insurance agencies in 
Wisconsin also offered free milk coupons to their customers.

McHugh says Kwik Trip sales of butter, ice cream, and eggs are also up. Kwik Trip actually limited butter 
purchases at one point, to maintain supply.

COVID-19 Watch: Dane County Spike

Dane County reported back-to-back record days in number of new cases of
COVID-19 this week, and the state recorded the highest overall single day
increase in two weeks yesterday. Still, overall, the state still appears to be on
the decline.

Statewide, the cumulative total is 26,227 confirmed cases and 766 deaths.
Health officials say more than 75 percent of persons infected with the virus
have since recovered.

Illinois Shifts Delinquent Bill Burden Under “Utility Relief
Agreement”
Illinois regulators voted unanimously last week to extend the state’s moratorium on utility shutoffs, and
provides $47 million in bill relief funding, paid for by the utilities.

The agreement, approved by the Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) during a special open meeting
Thursday morning, is touted by consumer advocates as a potential “model” for states across the U.S. as
they loosen restrictions enacted in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The deal requires Illinois utilities
to contribute about $47 million in combined funding to a new COVID-19 Bill Pay Assistance Program to
provide relief to customers with outstanding charges, including those who cannot get help from the Low
Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) due to their immigration status.

“This is an unprecedented thing for utility companies to do, which is one reason we’re so excited about it,”
said Emily Creahan, an organizer with Community Organizing and Family Issues.

The funding is in addition to grants available under the federal CARES Act, which provides $900 million
to help low-income households pay their utility bills.

The new agreement in Illinois extends the moratorium on shutoffs and late fees until 30 days after all
regions of the state reach Phase 4 of Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s “Restore Illinois” plan for reopening, or until
September 1, whichever comes first. It also requires utilities to restore service for customers whose
service was disconnected for nonpayment over the last year. Utilities must send written notice within two
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weeks to customers whose service was disconnected providing information about how to set up a
reconnection.

Also, reconnection fees must be waived for six months after the end of the moratorium period for
customers experiencing financial hardship, based on their verbal statement. Customers must get up to
two years to pay overdue charges, and utilities cannot report delinquencies to credit agencies for at least
six months following the end of the moratorium.

The agreement was negotiated by Illinois Commission staff, the attorney general’s office, consumer
advocate groups, and the state’s largest utilities.

Like in Wisconsin, Illinois municipal-owned utilities and cooperatives do not fall under the jurisdiction of
the state regulatory agency, but many have voluntarily complied with mandates.

NOTE:NOTE: There will be no Condenser next week, due to the holiday.
Have a happy and safe Fourth of July!

Do you have a news item you would like to see included in Condenser? Please don't hesitate to
send any suggestions, feedback, or general thoughts to Julie Lund, Director of News and
Communication at julie@weca.coop.

Visit Our Website

View Condenser Archives

Prefer to read Condenser in your browser? Click View as Webpage
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